
CHAPTER I
The Messenger

Peter Blood, bachelor o< medl
rlno and sereral other thlnge be
sides, smoked a pipe and tende<
the geraniums boxed on the *01 o
his wlndow'abore Water Lone ii
the town of Brldgewater.
Mr. Blood's attention was dlrld

ed between his task add the
stream ot homsnitr In the nerror
street below, pouring for the aec
ond time that day in the dlrectioi
of CastlejPield, where earlier it
the afternoon Ferguson, th<
Duke's chaplain, bad preached i

sermon that contained more trea

Brldgewater, like Tanton, ba<
HBBgMMdatroasIy of its manhooi

to the service of the.Duke.
Peter Blood had read the absuri

I posted at the Croai
ter.aa It had been
at Taunton and elae
if torth that "npoh
jf our Sovereign Lore
Second the right o

> the Crown ot Eng
d, France and. Irelanc
linlons and territorial
ilonglng, did legally
devolve upoit thi

Ions and blgh-bon
i Duke of Monmouth
apparent to the aali

knocked the ashei
e, cloeed the wlndov

son of an Irish modi
lomersetshlre lady it
ran the rover blood o
are. which may ac
certain wlldnees tha
inlfested Itself in hi
A set of curloui
him to take sorvic.
ch, then at war wltl
a predilection tor th
n elect that this ser

upon that element
advantage of a com
r the famous de Ruy
ht in the Medlterran
ent in which tha
admiral lost his lift
,1685, he had com
i>, possessor of a foi

with which he hai
out from Dublin elev

his story, or so mucl
ers up to that night
iter, when the battl

came into collisloi

IEEwTS LORD QILDOY," HINTED."HE IS SORE WOUND|T^LE,THORPE FARM B\

morning. Mr. Blood stepdisturbed through the distant
im of cannon. Not until fou;
loclc. when the sun was rising tt
pel the last wisps ot mist ore;
it stricken Held of battle, was
awakened {rttm his tranqul

rhere In slanting golden light o
new-risen sun etood a breath

i, .wild-eyed man and a steam

ijmhiet moment Mr. Blood recOged- him for the young shlpmae'.Jeremiah Pitt, who had beet
twn by the .general enthusiast:
o the vortex of that rebellion,lit is Lord Qlldoy," he panted[e la sore wounded ... at Oglewipe's Farm by the river. I bortn..thither . . . and . . and ht
at me for you. Make haste, it

awu a uaiildi

Mr. Blood went off to dress anc[.IcMStch a'cm^ o[ instruments.

HmWm a milt
>r so to tin; south of Brtdgewatei
>n the right hank of the rljjr.t' to thofdhaclons, -stone-flagged hai:
Ihe doctor found Lord Gtlioy. Hit
:heeks were leaden-huod, bla eyei

amc wlth^each labored breath e

| Mr. fBlpod stood for a moment

It Aids Growth!
1 Scienoe recognizes that theI present-day method of overi

strips them of esseatlal

I ** 1 « »-

'vsz&'ssg.-::
JTv"" .".silently considering hie patient.

Then ha called tar water and linen
. and what else he needed tor Jits
. work.

Re was still intent upon it a
'half hour later when the dragoons
Invaded the homeatead. The clatterot hooves and hoarse shouts

. that heralded their approach dtsitarbed him not at all. Bnt his
lordship, who had now recovered

. consciousness, showed considerIable alarm and the battle-stained
Jeremy Pitt sped to cover in a
clothes-press. Baynes Was uneasy.
And then they cape rattling

and clanfclng into the stone-flaggedhall.a round doten pack-bootIed, lobster-coated troopers ot the
Tangiers Regiment, led by a
sturdy, black-browod fellow with a
deal ot gold lace about the breast
ot his coat.

"1 am Captain Hobart. ot Col-on el Klrke's dragoons. .What reb.1.ilo «... hn.Vn.4»
cm uu jruu uiuuui i I

The yoeman took alarm at that
ferocious truculence. It expressed
itself in his trembling voice.
"I.I am no harborer or rob1els. sir. This wounded geltneman
"I can seo for myself." The

1 Captain stamped forward to the
day.hed and swvv-t down upon
the gray-faced sufferer.
"Out with him, my lads."
Mr. Blood got between the day'bed and the troopers.
"In the name of humanity, slrl"

said he, on a note of anger. "This Is
England, not Tpngiers. The gentleIman Is In sore case. He may not he

t . - ._'
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"This wounded gentleman. I was
fetched to attend him. I am a phyalclanpracticing my calling la. the
town of Brldgewater."
The Oeptel nsneered, "Whlohyou

reeched by wey of Lyme Rede In
the. following of yonr beaterd
Duke."

It «u Mr. Blood's torn to eneer.
"If yonr wit were ss big as yonr
rolce, my dear. It's the great man
yon'd be by this."
' For a moment the dragoon was
speechless. The color deepened in
hie faie.
"Yon may flnd.me great enough

to hang you."
And then hie lordship epoke for

himself, Iq ft weak voice.
"I make no concealment of my

association with the Duke of Monmouth.ril take the consequences.
But, if yon please, I'll take them
after trial.by my peers."
"Take vup the day-bed," said Captain Hobnrt, "and convey him on

that to Brldgewater. Lodge him In
the gaol nntil I take order about
him." .

"

Olldoy made a feeble-effort to
put forth a hand toward Mr. Blood.
"Sir," he said, "you leave me In
your debt. If I live I shall studyhow to discharge it"
As his lordship was carried out.the Captain became brisk. He

turned upon the yeoman.
"What other cursed rebels do'

you harbor?"
"Xon« other. Mr W!K lArrtnhlrt.
But the Captain did not heed

him. He was Htooplng to pick up u
nolled and dusty hat In which
there was pinned a little hunch of
oak leaves. It had been lying near
the clothes-press In which the nn;jfortunate Pitt had taken retake'1
The Captain smiled malevolently.'

- Then the Captain stepped to the
press and pulled open one ot the
wings of Its massive oaken door.
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threshold ot the hall, he lookedbaMc'at Captain Hobart and nil
sapphire tyn were bluing.

CHAPTER HI
The Lord Chief Justice

It',was'riot antfl^'two monthiliter.on the 19th ot Sept/mber.that Peter Blood was brought U
trial, upon a charge of high trea
eon. Two months ot Inhuman, un
epeakable Imprisonment bad mov
ed his mind to a cold and deadljhatred of King dames and his re
presentattves.
His chain companion on thai

march to prison had been thi
same Jeremy Pitt, who had beet

eeA/U" ewh/U"'e hflf
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guilty, the dork passed 0:11 Pitt, who boldly owned hli gnh The only witnessbailed tort King wei Captain "BiS'ert.testified briskly to the msanorI' which hi had found and taken
three prisoners, together a

t Lord Olldoy.h As the Captaln'e evidence 04 eluded, Lord' Jeffreys tool' across at Peter Blood..
r Blood stood boldly forws

erect, self-possessed, and sat
i, nine.
t> "Captain Hohatt has testifiedwhat ha knows.that ha- foi
. me at Oglethorpe's Farm on

ee^a.e.^.wp^wesnfrsi «

*M0r t.W"e was hnng »

At tho npper tad, on * rstse
dais, att the Lord commlulonen
the lire ludgss la their scarle
robes sad heary dark pertwlfi
Btroa Jeffreys at Wem ehthrot

. ed In the middle place.
,The prisoners tiled In. node

, guard. Mr. Blood considered wttl
I interest the twelve good men. an
. true that composed the * Jot)
r /Neither good nor-.true did the;
. look.

From them Mr. Blood's caltu
t deliberate glance passed on t
I consider the Lords Commit
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